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Teaching Aims

• 1) To be familiar with the background 
information.

• 2) To study the whole text with focus on 
the key words and expressions.

• 3) To appreciate the writing style and 
rhetoric of the passage.

• 4) To understand the information the 
author wants to convey.
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Ⅰ. Background Information

A．History of Britain
  
   a. The history of England begins with the 

Anglo-
    Saxons, who invaded Great Britain about ad 

449. 
       In the 1st millennium BC the Celts overran 

the British Isles,as they did virtually all of 
western Europe. 

   



          Britain in the 3rd and 4th centuries felt the 
decline of the Roman Empire. In 410 Rome 
abandoned Britain. 

       The Anglo-Saxons, who occupied the 
country after the Romans left, ignored the 
towns, chased Christianity into Wales, and 
gave their own names, such as Watling Street, 
to the Roman roads.



Norman Conquest: 
        



• The Norman conquest 
    of England began on 28 
   September 1066 with the invasion of England 

by William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy 
and his victory at the Battle of Hastings on 14 
October 1066 over King Harold II of England. 
Harold's army was badly depleted in the 
English victory at the Battle of Stamford Bridge 
in Northern England on 25 September 1066 
over the army of King Harald III of Norway. By 
early 1071, William had secured control of most 
of England, although rebellions and resistance 
continued to approximately 1088.



• The Norman conquest was a pivotal event in 
English history. It largely removed the native 
ruling class, replacing it with a foreign, French-
speaking monarchy, aristocracy, and clerical 
hierarchy. This, in turn, brought about a 
transformation of the English language and the 
culture of England in a new era often referred to 
as Norman England.



B. The Language of English

• English is classified as an Indo-European 
language. It is part of the Germanic 
subfamily and is grouped with its most 
closely related language, Frisian, as part 
of the Anglo-Frisian group. Other related 
languages include Dutch, Flemish, and the 
Low German dialects, and, more distantly, 
Modern High German.



B. The Language of English

• Three main stages are usually recognized 
in the history of its development. 
Traditionally, Old English, known formerly 
as Anglo-Saxon, is dated from ad 449 to 
1066 or 1100. Middle English dates from 
1066 or 1100 to 1450 or 1500. Modern 
English dates from about 1450 or 1500 
and can be subdivided into Early Modern 
English, from about 1500 to 1660, and 
Late Modern English, from about 1660 to 
the present.



C. The Pub
Pubs are social 
places based on 
the sale and 
consumption of 
alcoholic beverages.

Most public houses 
offer a range of 
beers, wines,spirits, 
alcopops and soft 
drinks. 



           A public house, informally known as a pub, is a 
drinking-establishment licensed to serve alcoholic 
drinks for consumption on the premises in countries 
and regions of British influence. Although the terms 
are increasingly used to refer to the same thing, 
there is a definitive difference between pubs, bars, 
inns, taverns and lounges where alcohol is served 
commercially. A pub that offers lodging may be 
called an inn or (more recently) hotel in the UK. 

         There are approximately 53,500 public houses in 
the Unite Kingdom; a number that declines every 
year, so that nearly half of the smaller villages no 
longer have a local pub. In many places,

   especially in villages, a pub can be the focal point of 
the community. 

      



D. Salon

The Salon, or rarely Paris 
Salon (French: Salon de 
Paris), beginning in 1725 was 
the official art exhibition of the 
Académie des Beaux-Arts in 
Paris, France. Between 
1748–1890 it was the 
greatest annual or biannual 
art event in the Western world. 
From 1881 onward, it has 
been organized by the 
Société des Artistes Français. 



          A salon is a gathering of intellectual, social, 
political, and cultural elites under the roof of an 
inspiring hostess or host, partly to amuse one 
another and partly to refine their taste and 
increase their knowledge through conversation. 
These gatherings often consciously following 
Horace's definition of the aims of poetry, "either 
to please or to educate" ("aut delectare aut 
prodesse est"). 

          The salons, commonly associated with 
French literary and philosophical salons of the 
17th century and 18th century, were carried on 
until quite recently in urban settings among like-
minded people of a 'set': many 20th-century 
salons could be instanced.



E. French Literature
      
      a. Alexandre Dumas (1802-1870), 
          Dumas père

         
       French novel is t  and p laywr ight  of  the 

romantic period, the most widely read of all 
French writers, is best remembered for his 
historical novels The Three Musketeers (1844; 
trans. 1846) and The Count of Monte-Cristo 
( 1 8 4 4 ;  t r a n s .  1 8 4 6 ) . 

       
       



       
             The Three Musketeers (French: Les Trois Mousquetaires) 

is a novel by Alexandre Dumas, père, first serialized in 
March–July 1844. Set in the 17th century, it recounts the 
adventures of a young man named d'Artagnan after he leaves 
home to become a guard of the musketeers. D'Artagnan is 
not one of the musketeers of the title; those are his friends 
Athos, Porthos, and Aramis, inseparable friends who live by 
the motto "all for one, one for all" ("tous pour un, un pour 
tous"). The Three Musketeers was first published in serial 
form in the magazine Le Siècle between March and July 1844.



    b. Alexandre Dumas (1824-1895) 
        Dumas fils 
   
    French playwright and novelist, who 

wrote realistic plays about the 
problems of the middle class. 

     
    Among his other plays are Le demi-

monde (1855), The Money 
Question (1857; trans. 1915), and 
Un père prodigue  (A Prodigal 
Father,1859) , La dame aux  
camellias (the

     lady of the camellias). 



  
Ⅱ. Writing Style and Structure 

of the Text
   A. Writing Style 
         A piece of exposition
         Exposition is one of four rhetorical modes of 

discourse, along with argumentation, description, 
and narration. 

         The purpose of exposition is to provide some 
background and inform the readers about the plot, 
character, setting, and theme of the essay/story or 
motion picture.



B. Structural and General Understanding 
    of the Text

Part 1: the writer puts forward the theses.
     1. Conversation is the most sociable of all 

human activities. 2. Bar conversation has a 
charm of its own.

Part 2: an example to support the thesis
• No fixed topics: the King's English -- Australia -- 

Saxon churls -- the language barriers
• The example has well explained where its 

charm lies.



Part 3: more digressions (what the writer 
thought about after the bar conversation the 
night before)

         Para.12-15 He gives his personal reflection 
on the history and meaning of the King's 
English

          Para.16-19 By the mentioning of 
dictionaries and salons of 18th Paris, he 
reveals his attitude towards the King's English

Part 4: conclusion
• Those people who ruin the conversation by 

trying to talk sense are just like chimpanzees 
who are not capable of conversation.



※ Questions for understanding the macro-
structure of text and general understanding of 
the text:

1. What, according to the writer, makes good   
     conversation? What spoils it?
2. Why does the writer like “bar conversation” so much?　　
3. Why did the people talk about Australia? Why did the 

conversation turn to Norman England?
4. How does the use of words show class distinction?
5. Why was the term "Queen's English" used in 1593 and 

"the King's English” in 1602?
6. What is the attitude of the writer towards" the King's 

English" ?
7. What does the writer mean when he says, "the King's 

English, like the Anglo-French of the Normang, is a class 
representation of reality" ? (para 16)



Ⅲ. Detailed Study of Each Part

Part 1

A. Text Appreciation of this part
• Discuss with the students their 

appreciation of this part. 
• What does the charm of conversation lie in?
   --no fixed topic, staring from nowhere and 

going nowhere, no point to make
   --there is no winning or losing in 

conversation, for conversation is not for 
persuading 



B. Language points:
pub talk
   --- conversation held in the public house 

The King's English 
  --- standard English
  Conversation is the .....:
  Conversation helps to promote an agreeable pleasant and 

informal relationship among people.

sociable 
  ---- friendly; agreeable
  The smiths are a sociable family
  We spent a sociable evening drinking the other day.
  A sociable person is one who is friendly.



And it is an activity only of human…
  -- And conversation is an activity which is found only among 

human beings. 
  Animals and birds are not capable of conversation.
  How to make good conversation?

in a flash --- in a second
   In a flash he realized that they were presents from his patients.
   Everything happened in a flash.
   a flash in a pan



They are ready to let it go.
   --- They are ready to give up the opportunity to tell one of their 

best anecdotes (because the conversation has moved onto 
other subjects)

on the rocks ---infml   cliché
    wrecked or ruined
    Mr Jones' business was on the rocks.= His business was 

losing money and almost ruined.
    Marriage is compared to a ship wrecked on the rocks.
    Ancient superstition:
   1. get out of bed on the wrong side get up on the wrong side of 

the bed
   Getting out of bed on the "wrong side" will bring you "bad" luck. 

The wrong side is usually the "left" side. When one get out of 
bed on the "wrong" side, it usually means you're in the 
"grumpy" or "bad" mood.



Go back to bed and get up on the right side.
    2. “Step on a spider... it is sure to rain”
   This superstition is told to all children, because no one wants it 

to rain. Spiders generally live a long and healthy life.

up-bringing 
  --- the training and education received while growing up
  His upbringing explains a lot about his attitude towards women.

delve – dig, research; investigate
  delve into book, delve into the past 
  If you delve into sth, you try to discover new information about it.



C. Textual Analysis 
Para.1. 
• 1)  What’s the main idea of this para.? 

Para.2. 
• 1) The main idea: characteristics of the conversation. 
• 2) How do you understand the metaphor conveyed by 

the four verbs “meander, leap, sparkle and glow”? 
• 3) How do you understand “the enemy of good 

conversation”? 
• 4) What kind of people could spoil a good 

conversation? ( talkative) 
• 5) Give us an example from your daily experience to 

show that some good conservationist and always 
ready to give up, loose. 



Para 3. 
• 1)  Do you think the writer was really brought up in 

English pubs? What does he really mean when he 
said “because of my up-bringing in English pubs”? 

• 2)  Are bar friends intimate? Why? 
• 3)  Explain the metaphor “on the rocks” ( informal: 

wrecked or ruined, a cliché) e.g. Nr. Jones’ business 
was on the rocks. 

• 4) Explain the idiomatic expression “get up the wrong 
side of the bed”. 

   The meaning is perhaps derived from the expression 
“you got out of bed the wrong way”. 

    It was an ancient superstition that it was unlucky to 
set the left foot on the ground first on getting out of 
bed. 



Part 2

A. Text Appreciation:

• Discuss with the students their appreciation 
of this part. Invite some students to describe 
the topics touched upon in this part. 

• See what information they can learn from this 
part.



B. language points: 

desultory  ---- aimless, half-hearted (fml) 
   The word comes from the Latin "desultor" - leaper . Something 

that is desultory is done or happen in an unplanned and 
disorganized way, and without enthusiasm.

  There were some desultory attempts to defend him.
  He began to look desultorily for another apartment.
   a ~ conversation, ~ research

alchemy --- magic
   the form of chemistry studied in the Middle Ages, which was 

especially concerned with trying to discover ways to change 
ordinary metals into gold.

    a literary use, the power to do sth. so well that it seems 
mysterious and magical



out of snobbery
   --- (in order) because they want to show their superior taste in 

matter of food.
    In English restaurants, esp, in high-class restaurants, the 

names of the dishes on the menus are quite often in French. 
This is done out of snobbery because in the Western countries 
people consider French food to be the best.

    But even if they wrote their menus in English, they would have 
to use many words, such as pork, beef, veal, poultry etc 
derived from French and which were first introduced into 
England by the Norman rulers.

turn up one's nose at 
    -- a trite expression
    show contempt for / ignore / score / consider sth not good 

enough
    I wish my child wouldn't turn up his nose at vegetables.



bilingual education 
    --- using two languages in teaching 
    Since there are now some two or three million Americans of 

Latin American parentage whose language is Spanish, a 
recent movement has been for bilingual education, usually 
English and Spanish. 

into the shoes of  
    --- (infml) in the position of  experiencing what another has to 

experience
    I'm glad I'm not in his shoe just now.



cultural humiliation ---
    The English must have felt greatly humiliated when they were 

forced to listen to and use a foreign language and to accept a 
foreign language. So they took up arms against this cultural 
humiliation. The leader is Hereward the Wake.

heirs to it 
  --- "it" is not clear
   1. the English we speak and write in America today also shows 

the French influence of that time. We have inherited this 
French influence on the English language.]

    2. In America today we are facing the same problem that 
existed in England 900 years ago. The problem of having two 
languages existing side by side.(English and Spanish)



C. Textual analysis
Para.5 : Do you think king’s English or good English is 

the English that everyone should try to imitate? 

Para.6. 
• 1)  Explain metaphor “burst into flames”. 
• 2)  What promise did people make when there was a 

strong argument? 
• 3)  What does the last sentence mean “it could still go 

ignorantly on”? 

Para. 7. 
• 1)  What do you know about the Australians are 

descendants of convicts? (outback) 
• 2)  What’s the implied meaning of mentioning this? 



Para. 8:  Saxon churls speak English and Norman conquerors 
speak French. 

Para. 10: Why the word “rabbit” remain the same when it is on 
the table? 

Para. 11. 
• 1) Try to understand “back into the shoes of Saxon peasants”. 
• 2) What does “him” refer to? 
• 3)  Explain the last sentence. 
• 4)  Can you tell a similar historical event happened in China, 

like the ruling class force people to speak their language? 
(The Japanese invaded in the Northeast?) 



Part 3

A. Text Appreciation

         Discuss with the students what they have 
learned in this part and tell what they have 
found in the author’s personal reflection on 
the history and meaning of the King's English. 



B. language points:
Newes -- archaic spelling
   Strange News of the Intercepting Certain Letters
thou clipst the King's English ------ middle English
  clip --- simplify
  abbreviate in speech or writing as "n'kyou" for "thank you“
  They gave him clipped and precise instructions.
  A clipped style of language expresses things quickly and clearly 

using as few words as possible.
God's patience...
   There will be a great trying of one's patience and plentiful 

misuse of the King's English.
   No matter how patient you are, you won't be able to bear him, 

because he will even try God's patience. God is more patient 
than any human being.



abusing –
  1. take unfair or undue advantage of (one's patience)
   2. improper or incorrect use of language (the King's English)
come into its own ---
   receive what properly belongs to one, esp acclaim or 

recognition 
Elizabethans---
  the famous writers in Elizabethan time (period): Shakespeare/ 

Milton
  Simile and Extended simile: blow on a dandelion clock – seeds 

multiplied – floated to the ends of the earth
    To spread the English language is compared to the blowing of 

a dandelion clock.

  English was spread far and wide by those famous writers.



Carlyle  --- Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881)
    a Scottish essayist and historian and a very strong voice in the 

intellectual circles of Victorian England.
ultimatum --- 
   a final statement of terms made by one party or another. There 

is an implication of serious penalties if the terms are not 
accepted. The word comes from Latin “ultimatus” (last) and is 
obviously related to “ultimate” 

slips and slides – metaphor
   to slide on a slippery surface, to lose one's footing, hence to 

make a mistake, fall into error
   The English one uses is no longer absolutely correct.
Royal rank—
   Sir  Lady,   duke / duchess,   marquis / marchioness,
   earl , count / countess,   viscount / viscountess,
   baron / baroness



C. Textual analysis
Para. 12 
• 1)  Identify the main idea of this para. 
• 2)  What English could you classify the sentence ‘ thou 

clipst the king’s English’ 
• 3)  Explain the sentence’ That would be the 

confirmation that it was in general use’. 
• 4)  Do you know the story’ The Merry wives of 

Windsor’ by Shakespeare? 
• 5)   Explain the last sentence. 
• e.g. It would try the patience of a saint.

Para.13. 
• 1)  Explain the word’ coined’. 
• 2)   “English had come royally into its own”



Para. 14. 
• The second sentence contains a simile, try to identify it 

and explain it. 
• What is compared to the seeds of dandelion? 

Para. 16.
     How do you understand “There is always a great 

danger that Words will harden into things for us.” 



Part 4

Text Appreciation:

    What kind of people may ruin a 
conversation?

     Can you summarize what makes a good 
conversation?



Ⅳ. Rhetorical Devices 
                            
                         Metaphor and Simile
• 1.no one has any idea where it will go as it 

meanders or leaps and sparkles or just glows.
2.they got out of bed on the wrong side is simply 
not a concern.
3.They are like the musketeers of Dumas who, 
although they lived side by side with each other, 
did not delve into each other's lives or the 
recesses of their thoughts and feelings.
4.suddenly the alchemy of conversation took 
place
5.The glow of the conversation burst into flames.
6.we ought to think ourselves back into the 
shoes of the Saxon peasant.
　



    7.The Elizabethans blew on it as on a dandelion 
clock, and its seeds multiplied, and floated to the 
ends of the earth.
8. I have an unending love affair with dictionaries
9. Otherwise one will bind the conversation, one 
will not let it flow freely here and there.
10. We would never have gone to Australia, or 
leaped back in time to the Norman Conquest.
11. their marriage may be on the rocks

   12. the conversation was on wings



Ⅴ. Discussion and Homework

Discussion:  

   Discuss how to carry out a good 
conversation proposed by the author in

    this text.

   Talk about the differences between pub 
(spoken) English and formal (written) 
English 

   
    



     Wri t ing and speech are now seen as 
alternative, “equal” systems of linguistic 
expression. Their difference are:

 
a. They contrast in physical form: 
          speech uses ‘phonic substance’ typically 

in the form of air-pressure movements; 
writing uses ‘graphic substance’, typically in 
the form of marks on a surface.

 



 b. The differences of structure and use 
between spoken and written language are 
inevitable, because they are the product 
of radically different kinds of 
communicative situation:

          Speech:  time-bound, dynamic, 
transient-part of an interaction in which, 
typically, both participants are present, and 
the speaker has a specific addressee (or 
group of addresses )in mind. 

         Writing: space-bound, static, permanent--
---the result of a situation in which, typically, 
the producer is distant from the recipient-----
and, often, may not even know who the 
recipient is (as with most literature). 



Homework
     Analyze the language features of the text.

1. The title misleading The writer talks about the 
charm of conversation by illustrations.

    Better: "How to Make Good Conversation“ / 
"The Charm of Conversation“

2. The thesis
     We have two theses here a) Conversation is 

the most ....b) Bar conversation has a charm 
of ... (the real one)



3. Two different kinds of language
   a) colloquial expressions    b) copious 

historical and literary allusions
4. No big and abstract words
5. Wide use of figures of speech, esp. 

metaphors and similes.



                     Thanks !


